Using Failure to Further Your Future
by Chris Widener
Failure. Even the word sounds bad, doesn't it? That is because since the time we were just young children
we were taught that failure was bad. But is that true? Is failure bad? Let's consider some things.
I like a baseball analogy. Do you know what the record is for a season batting average (That means how
many times the batter successfully hit to get on base)? It is a gentleman by the name of Ted Williams and
his season batting average was .411 one year. That means that out of 1000 times at bat he would get a hit
411 times. That is considered by baseball fans as one of the greatest records ever. There are players
making millions of dollars who hit .280! But what does that stat also tell us if we flip it around? It tells us that
the best season any batter ever had in the major leagues was a FAILURE RATE of .589! Even the best fail
on a regular basis!
What about the richest people on Wall Street? Do they fail? Of course they do. They pick the bad stocks
sometimes, but they cut their losses and learn from their failure. Did Michael Jordan miss shots? Over 50%
of them!
So what about all this? What does this mean for us? The fact is, I think we can learn a lot about failure that
will actually make us a great success. So here are some thoughts to help you use failure to further your
future!
Failure is inevitable if you are trying for greatness. Failure is something we must accept as a part of the road
we travel to success. This is a very important item and number one on the list because a lot of what stops
people from pursuing success is their fear that they may fail and not reach their destination. When we
embrace the fact that we will fail, and that is okay, then we have nothing to fear anymore. Instead, we keep
our eyes open and pick ourselves up, adjust from the failure, and move on.
Failure is never failure unless you fail to learn something from it. That's right, we ought to stop calling these
bumps in the road “failures” and start calling them “Learning Experiences!” When you fail, the first thing you
should think is “What can I learn from this?” If you can pull just one idea out of that question, then the
experience was worth it.

